
 

 

 

 
 

Arri ving in  Ne w Ze a land a s a migrant 

br ings a  wa ve  of ne w e xpe rie nce s,  from 

While  you might have  a l l  your  le ga l 

docume ntation sorte d outside  of  NZ,   

i t  is  important to  unde rstand how NZ 

le gislat ion appl ie s to  your  situation.  

We  spe cial ise  in providing e xpe rt  ta x 

advice  to he lp  you unde rstand the  ta x 

impl ications of  your  re location and how 

to structure  a sse ts for  ta x e ff ic ie ncy .  

This  spe cia l ist  guidance  e xte nds to 

a ssist ing w ith various issue s re late d to 

re lat ionship  prope rty  and a sse t  

prote ction.  

Navigating the se  ofte n -comple x matte rs 

can be  cha lle nging,  but  we are  he re  to 

guide  you w ith a thorough,  we l l -rounde d 

approach and e xpe rt  advice .    

a sse ss me nt a nd  ta i l ore d ad vice tha t  f i ts  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

+64 3 421 4530    julia@johnstonlaw.nz     

www.johnstonlaw.nz 

 

ARE YOU NEW  
TO AOTEAROA  

NEW ZEALAND? 
… essential things  

you need to  

know! 

DO YOU UNDERSTAND YOUR NZ TAX 

OBLIGATIONS AND THE IMPORTANCE OF 

HAVING YOUR LEGAL DOCUMENTATION 

REVIEWED TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE IN NZ? 

TAX: Whether you have residency in NZ or not, you 

may be subject to NZ’s stringent tax laws.  To manage 

your tax responsibilities effectively, it is crucial to 

understand the multitude of tax issues new migrants 

face, including tax residency dates, eligibility for 

transitional tax residency, and treatment under the 

relevant double tax agreement.  We are tax lawyers 

specialising in migrant tax issues and are here to 

guide you through this process.  

WILL: Your will takes effect upon your death.  It is vital 

that you have a valid NZ will to cover assets in NZ and 

worldwide (other than real property situated 

offshore) if you live in NZ.  We can also assist you to 

ensure that your NZ will does not create any 

unintended tax implications. 

ENDURING POWERS OF ATTORNEY: Your enduring 

powers of attorney are critical in situations where an 

accident or illness may hinder your ability to handle 

your own affairs.  Even if you have enduring powers 

of attorney overseas, if you now live in NZ, you 

should have NZ enduring powers of attorney. 

CONTRACTING OUT AGREEMENT: You do not have to 

be married for NZ’s extensive relationship property 

laws to apply to you. The starting point for NZ 

relationship property law is that assets will be divided 

equally. If you do not want the Act to apply to your 

relationship, you should enter into a NZ contracting 

out agreement (also known as a prenup) which 

allows you to make your own agreement as to the 

division of assets. 

https://www.johnstonlaw.nz/

